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Perspective of Departmental Accreditation

Yue-Dian Hsu  Be-Yu Chen

Abstract

In order to promote academic freedom and academic development, it is a
generally accepted principle that universities should be autonomous and free from
arbitrary governmental interference. However, to say universities enjoy the right of
autonomy does not necessarily imply that universities are fice from restrictions.
Article 162 of the Constitution empowers the state to prescribe laws to supervise
university autonomy. Of all the relevant laws, Asticle 5, Paragraph 2, of the
University Act authorizes the Ministry of Education to accredit universities.
Although the intended purpose of university accreditation is to enable individual
universities to discover their deficiencies and make improvements, there is a tension

between university accreditation and university autonomy. This paper will describe a

" Yue-Dian Hsu, Distinguished Professor, Department of Law, National Cheng Kung
University, Correspondence Author
E-mail: hsuyd@mail ncku.edu.tw

™ Be-Yu Chen, Doctoral student, Department of Law, National Cheng Kung University
E-mail: d2492101(@gmail.com
Manuscript recieved: Sept. 15, 2010; Modified: Dec. 13, 2010; Accepted: May 23, 2011



FEE - FEE

critical analysis of the university accreditation process in Taiwan via the clarification
of the relationship between university autonomy and university accreditation, and
via a review of the current university accreditation system. Some suggestions will be
made concerning how to bridge the gap between the university accreditation process
and university autonomy, and to offer some suggestions for improving the

regulations concerning university accreditation.

Keywords: academic autonomy, departmental accreditation, systematical
protection, university accreditation, university autonomy
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