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Experience and Analysis of Educational Reform in
Taiwan: The Multiple School Entrance System and
"Grades 1%-9" Integrative Curriculum" as Examples

Wu-Tien Wu

Abstract

Since 1994, Taiwan has been experiencing plenty of changes in education under
the claim for educational reform. Such as multiple entrance system, "Grades 1*-9" In-
tegrative Curriculum"”, pluralistic channels of teacher education, high school and col-
lege/university expansion, community-based high school system, campus democratiza-
tion, and educational localization are among the hottest issues. While there are some
products resulted, it certainly ends up in some problems and chaos. For example, it is
criticized that the reform movement departs from the essence of education and the pro-
cedures of educational reform are not in the right track.

In this article, the origin and development of educational reform in Taiwan are first
illustrated, followed by an analysis of its major problems and coping strategies. Two of
the hottest issues, the "Grades 1*-9" Integrative Curriculum" and the multiple school en-
trance system are discussed in depth. It is hoped that a new and healthy educational pol-
icy and practice could be rebuilt by combining educational reform, educational essence,
and educational research, aiming at quality education. After all, educational reform ne-
eds not only courage, but professional wisdom.
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