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An Alternative Approach of Instructional Supervision:
Peer Observation in Educational Practicum

Shr-Jya Chen

Abstract

In recent years, peer observation was proposed to be an effective instructional
supervision model. In order to investigate its effects when applied in educational prac-
ticum, this study recruited 15 student teachers to participate in the peer observation ac-
tivity during their educational practicum. The qualitative data included all the partici-
pated interns' reflection journals and interviews of 7 interns. The results included three
major parts: the first part presented interns' interactions with peers, the second part pre-
sented the professional growth they perceived, and the third part presented their sugges-
tions toward peer observation as a required activity in educational practicum. Most of
the participants recognized the positive influences of peer observation. According to the
results, it was suggested that teacher education institutions could adopt this peer obser-
vation activity in educational practicum to enhance the quality of instructional super-

vision and to provide interns another perspective of learning.
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