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The Concept of Humor and the Study of the Applica-
tion of Humor to Curriculum and Practical Teaching

I-Huei Wang! Chen-Peng Yu?
Abstract

Recently, a growing number of scholars have undertaken researches in the field of
humor. Yet, the definitions and concepts diverge at the various perspectives the scholars
hold towards the term. Therefore, I attempt to analyze and inteprete the term 'humor' in
this article. I will first offer a critical examination of the concept of humor defined and
explicated in the studies done in the past, present a clearer meaning of humor through
the deconstruction and critical analysis of it, and then probe into the pedagogical appli-
cation of 'humor.' Following these theoretical explorations, I will provide suggestions
about applying 'humor' in teaching and evaluations of students, including: (1) Teachers
are encouraged to develop the sense of humor; (2) Teachers should be cautious about
the pattern of blending humor in teaching; (3) Teachers should initiate more interactions
with students towards a better understand of the applicability of blending humor with
teaching; (4) Humor should not be attempted through delibe rate and technical manners;
(5) Humor and students' cognitive development should be given equal consideration in
the curriculum and the teaching process. This article is written in the hope that it will
begin more researches and conversations concerning the nature of humor and its peda-
gogical application to solidify the theoretical basis of this field.
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4. ZIMEE (1990) FEks4Ek BA R £ BRI © —RIERERAIEETT (the
ability to appreciate humor ) : FEFREE Tl 5237 I BR B E SR AVEHUE - HLILi
BELEERPIAN BT EGRE - 55— RIMBEERE ST (the ability to create
humor) : 2—FEEHIA ~ WML S —BWRLR > BERF R TRIBE (R0
DAFsiblgas 5 HLACEE ~ SCFECHAMIE S ELEG A RIREST » THASSAES TR
FHRE -

S.aRAIES (1991) Ry MABR T E2 53 ARG R » — Ry MABRIE - FE(E A SR ER
TESREECNETBIREIA . — RBUERRE - FEE A E RS R 1SR LRI

59



(FREFHAR) F7 FTwmEFE =N

HHSE -

6. E#ERE (1999) FURMAER AT A EIG RIS E SR © DMBRNE - iR ER
W RES LSS ~ IFBTAYIEE © QBB ¢ (B ER AN 1R AT 2 AR YRS I BT AR A
B 5 QMMERIIE © EYMETTBIE R E - QHMEREARIRE ] « BIEREBR A
R KAEEIRERELSHIBIEERT » MRIESRELELE HIF R ER B - 6)
WAERTR A RE ST - BB RHRESRE A > H A AT S B

i b B i R T Y R - AT AN Ry /S EEE ¢ (D5 (3 MBS BRI
Wi @F [BMEREE - BEEEN R IEERREE ¢ Q)RR (BRI % AT
FEA IRE BB RS LR ER © WEMBRE A RITINETT R - GMBINE (BfE) #E
735 O MABREIERE ST 2RI - 35 LEEIHEL B B B R - FE - AR
E R A R B R R R R SRR R RS R TS > Bk aRE

T2 > HAIIDERSE -

=

O a2 B 09 1R JE T

1. Ziv (1984) L RsHEA WABERRHI N BA R(EEFR L (DIE B RIBE
REER AR E BRI o @ MABRBIDERTRES) © REANE A B2 MR —2EE
AR AT RIS - Vo0 silisias £ —#0 - e A B S [F M A pIEE s
KHIRETT -

2. Thorson Eil Powell (1993 ) Z3 % MABREGR ([ 217 FE RIS - L& DU A (E
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WA R B2 R ANEREANRE (5IH2IME > 1990) - FEHEE
Ky » P B BB RN (R BELE RS AR FOIRF TR BT RS54, - MR B (ERRIS S e
DMbfgis - e Bk FEENE RS RS AT LSS - M
BN AR AR S (38 > HAY_ BN B A 2 I A RS: - W& fEELE
IRFIERE AT R - TR AR 2K

(©)% 3 g 0 £ F

Wilson (1979) FERMIERRIZERE (joke or comic) EfF{L(]—FEE i \LE15
A (amusement) BGAF5E (funny) HYRIEL - FREERT (2000) S5 MBI ANEES
FRRKES - Eot > WARATARISKEEA A DR 2 B - S AR iE R

67



(FREFHAR) F7 FTwmEFE =N

"REFIAEER ) o TR ~ IS EAY ¢ B RE L E R
Ko NPHIMBAMESE ~ U0 EEAGEEREMAEER "I, M -
546 SRR T DI R SR - SERREIRNN TRE L BREIERIE
BREHHO MR > TR R DU E G ~ S8 R SRS T RAGRIR - 5 R A A
PRSEES - SRRy - MBREESEEN rIfE =i PRI H sl - DIEFIRBIRE © K508
fEamREFIE - MWECHERES ~ JRRES ~ BB F0E  OREETnS -
Kb FRBRZE - MEAFSE T (e BARATEE st BRI RY A
BIMNS - Sl i AT AE B & RAEa, » SIGRG IS AR SETEA > 1T
MR BREAY O EEAR - SRR BUGROT R RE A IR LB -

ENZER] ~ HE, > ROE L g 2k 6 B F)

JH ] (sarcasm) ~ Wfi3H (satire) BdJZFH (irony) 7E—fix HEE b 26 @ IR 5%
a) o B (SGH) g iRk - 218 - QBB - TTIMER L EA PEER L
5 SERE - P RREDR PSSR RS o FREEA] (2000) FERs e SR B2
E o WERELRF RIER 2 A 2 KBRS - (E2 R M m A T RIS - e R Sk
HITE 12 X T L ATRIE S - B SRR R B R R LT R < 2 DA 3]
GBI R I - (B2 A HER BRI - (R IR IRIThRE - 5%
TRy IR EE S B H MR RE RN B S RE RN G R HE A Y
AMFHEEE B - MR EEA A E RBRE o 18 S AR B
J& IR ) IR > HEERYMEYGT - HRESAIBIEE RS - el i R
I AR A S AR RS R AT R 8 52 > IR AR HE ST AR B AR 2 PSR
T EEIE I -

(B) 75 4§ 911 ¢y BR 64 2 3]

1476 (funniness) 7£ "BQEERARIEL |, PRUMERE © 5 AFKASRENENE
(SIEEHE > 1999) - iERATE A BRI KT ERERAVE S 8E 5 > Btk
R LG > MR RS AR EA HARMUE - (VS RERIE A 2 58 2AH R
W - SEEERIE  WBPREA IS > HE T ERER > EEAHE
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DRIVERHE - YRS ATA RISMERIAT (FREERT > 2000) - FEFE & HIER
P ETE AR A EEM © AR T > RS LISFEHEEEAGER HTY >
WE AR AR E SR AG EAEZA T RS - BifESh » — Gk
B (AmgE) SRR BB - R ISR A B R R 3 -

DA AT I BT T e L B B 7 R - S R TR R B A AR BT (T 4
MG A E B 5 S a7 i E R 1 LSt #s - (FHEAIERY
B o AEETE e ba A BB — AR - SRR T A E R B
FE A B TR DONGEER T RO R T SR
(B WIRSS 55 o ART > RE S SRR B IR R 5 M HALEL - Ry
18 AJ SR BN SIMIT E PR PR A > ERMBAAH AT FE < R SRR -

B Dok ) BAERAERER @240 WA R
B

EAEET - BERERREREN - AR R RN - M AR T Fh
PRANMAIR A GRAR - (BAEERERIZE - MBS T A B EER - AIRRA &I e
AR ABRRGR (SRFE - 2003) - MR - IEATERE R ABRRARRERE 2
A I B ERAIZR > AL o 5 T A s MR R AR R R T B B2 > Bim]
TR ERAE R BRI » LU e PRI FHBABT FERG SR - BRI ER AR A T B R R
B MBI PR EATERS B R A BRI B - IRERE | R |, K
EWRNAEHE -

—~ T3 | A AR T ST R

OB MNT B G A BRA G R B3GR E

Wakshlag ~ Day Eil Zillmann (5 ]EEEEE 5 1990) HURHICEEH » EE— - —
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FERPVEAFEEHEEGNE RS T BEFHEA WIS RIS ik - B8
ZINR ARG B - I - ERSGSoE DU R T BB - SR
L B R -

Zillmann ~ Williams ~ Bryant -~ Boynton B Wolf ( 1980 ) ¥f—4F# k s [ £
ERIRFFERBL - (EBEE SR AME - & HHIFRAETCE IEARER - 552
KRR BB T » B2 R &k T B58 ) (vigilance) » B EERIRAE » 1
Hag T EhmiE st -

Weaver Eil Cotrell (2001) 58k H4EK Rl A2 HGE SCER TR T B TEEHIRL
o RIRy TR BARR BN RIFIVRESCRE S » BRI R SRR FEES Y
e s B A B AU

Oda Bk ay A NTTIE R TIEHIR G

FERANTSE T - BB TR R LR TR - Sk S AR
I B2 R R 8 - (BN SR A o B Py T B P T TN By » o e AR
BERGR LA T A BUFHIRGE - & DR BRI B Bk B A 28 A
A (Chapman & Crpmpton, 1987; Davies & Apter, 1980; Kaplan & Pascoe,
1977) -

)l BR SR 15 J) A w248 T

BETR & 5 Pkrh i B R B AIARETT - MAHRIRTSE LT n] R R
RARLEIREYINRGG (Eif< > 1991) - B Lieberman (1977) HURFFERGR
F#I > AR DR E D RCEE - ZFbSE - Hauck Il Thomas (1972) HIHT
FEiEH > WP R A BN L - SR A RS )T AN FAERERE T
TR > TRE T REEMER (Rouff, 1975) - SMAERAY R B B s - A
BITEMGER (Babad, 1974) DU A RETIFEA IERHU Y] (Brodzinsky & Rubien,
1976) = ZKkth (1992) GEH - MABUERESTRIME(LE - MMEA S g2 — Al
B o BRATIRER A. Koestler &5l ~ SIRBLMBARS & - 2R T AIE TR =(H
Hilg o MEE R E (RS B 2l - R ESE BN L g E AW
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(Ah) ~ W5 (Aha) ~ 515 (Haha) —fEfCfE - SEREHMABUR BRSO H i &
L EEAERE (FIHRREE ~ BREE ~ w=agse > 2004) - fREEE (2003) 3%
Ry o WERRERR M — (/IR ~ L2 ~ AT ERAGEEEA - FEHEA T - i LBk
BREE A AR R IR > ElR O R P B e (A - NIRRT USRI RIS ST -
Wycoff 1 Pryor (2003) HT5E A3 AlI3E IR SE RS =R K BRI A TEAHRA - 1
EtebFeas R T ER - FAMIDIS R RS SR H AR - FERT[E] Rt T B 5
o A ERE I AR TR -

(EDIS N FEE Y el BR 2 B RSB 8 Y7 VA 9 0 B AR B RO

Sapolsky £ Walker (1979) gEishrse (funny) H5EfEMOERSE A REAE AR
HYERERCR > T A BIRA (mildly) HYMIENE & A ESAHEERCR - &
FETrfielE (enjoyable) HYMERAIEEE#2 A RGERTSCR - AIEANY » 552 KR
RS S TE— e B B AR RS BB A - SE R T Y

W R T B R RE (SR -
(B)BE B AN BLZRAL I 2 B BB ZR.6Y Bk VA 53R A 0B 0 AR

Cantor B Reilly (1979) Fi#& S FHRAMBNAGE AT 2 5383 T BEHUEAHEA
OB ) RS EE (AT - (M TSGR R TTREE B8 R YE - DARAG
BERTUE I - Bryant ~ Hezel Ed Zillmann (1980 ) 3% A f AU HEHf B 2
HufE e BRI H - —ERZEI MR - NGRS L T EEE IR
FHBHRIRIER ) SR A A RIGIUE > SORHE SR & m]{big 5 B S Al A
H A ERARRE A A — L g R - Bl AHRRRY - BEE RS A BRI
G (ARG ~ TR ~ 7555 ) 3R > RIEr S8 bRt
Ja\fg - Ep NI EERER D - 38 TR RN R R AR BERRNE EERRE - FTLL
WA HEE L& - Bryant » Crane B Zillmann (1980) S5 AW H]
BERTE TP DU B B AIRE 5 30 R - A (o BRI (Ve Bl R
WEEGHER) - BERs ] BREHEEESEANFERME - 4 &gt
P AHEEHEY) - (EEASTRIEE > EBSEANEGRIIME B - THEH
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B HISEEEIRH B 2 BRI - A SEAR AR - TP BRERN AR -
B BREAR T 51 S5 A & A IR % 5 B UL A A R A

B (1998) FEH > MABAELEHETHEIRG BER T ~ SR AR JTAIME s i 22 B F|
FRAZLRE - Wanzer F1 Frymier (1999) F5 HH 4 BRE [m] A2 Bl T DASE 2R A HO A1
B R WS M AR AR A I B R AT - WA AR R 2SR ER S -
Powell iz Andresen (1985) 35 4B 55 KAt BE AR AT B A BE il 2 RS
B o Haigh (1999) $5H > BETAIRERS 2 A BR - FIlREMELS B2 AR R EE I 3
FlFIFIRE RS © 24520 Goodman ~ Hillman ~ White Eil Lewis FURFFEHE T - fER5E
A AR MERERRET E B - SR T AT B R A R R SRR
PRI - EBRETA MR A B E RAE H Bt (5IEMUNEE » 2003) -

C0) BN T R 2 SR AR R B R R

—REEERE A S BRAREREERE - FreE o ARBIERERIE S
A ATRERIRZ (50 ~ RN NI EE R e AT A RSB e eI EREE - Mallard 28
BB R ESR IB R A JToRNG o MABRAIEE R ~ BN ~ feEah nl DR (R
MEEESRAVEERE (58 McMorris, Urbach, & Connor, 1985) - Kher (1999 ) &£
N TR FH MR R A AR RS » A (R AR R A B RYIRRE -

Nl BRAMNF AT A ERER - KT RARR S BRI 8 5

Berk (2000) FH7EH BIMECEHZ R (test) AUSZERR - ERIMEATLURA &
S H S & EEFTAERTER - [FR > BT IR EZ R S E R sE &
(empowerment ) FYRE S » A 22 A B PE D) HE (mental functioning) k2 5%
B o el - TR BB S FERA SE R R B - B AR ERY B SRR
=710 B REREERE (H/ USRS R ERD) B 0 BERR (IR
gef BEL) 5 = WA (M =RIHsERER EEL) o Kuhn (1994) f2
HH RS G5 S B T AR Bals - A3 &y DU LT U S8R R - S5 26T =
L RBIRAIRYZE » WITHEE (smile) -~ IEIEHIEE (giggle) -~ IGM5%E (cackle)
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2 AEIFEARIE (convulsive laugher ) FYZEWE -

McMorris ~ Boothroyd i Pietrangelo (5| Berk, 2000 ) [SIgESL{ETFE2K T fi#
WHFEAEAE OB B ER A W B S A2 B - SE UEA TR - A EEDUEEEEA -
—(E L& EEEEE S (LR BAR R M F EHIERATS - A5 R B G mmT
T FHUN AT 3, R P R 5 R R ER AR FR R~ BB IR RO - HER
BHFERE R 2R T R HURHBACT R M B n] e 2R B fE RS ~ BT Rl
BT B - RS SE - McMorris ~ Boothroyd Eil Pietrangelo $2Hi— 2673 » il
78 R B B E % SR O P — e B RS > BB F RS ARAH sl N A R IR
il B R MR E R S B A 1 5 R RSO A IR R - WA LA 2
REbdBn o HOE SRS BER R A MBSO - DURGGUEIR A\ B 6
MYBRH ST TT R EEIEAE (comfortable ) [Kf - MAEREHE RERSHI AN & A4 28 &
[ - TEEER L - Berk EETRHEEWTZERY i) - BLFEMABAGERY P2 (format) ~ 4
BAN A BRI ~ SRR BLERAE IR [ - 5 ~ B4 BRI (percep-
tions ) K EHELLEAINNE - BUESTEETIHTE - ISR BAERAT T © H— -
L R AR B RE IR R 5 St O P R e P TR R R B ~ SR RT3 H T~ AR
A R e U L HA R T HLIER - (HAZ A AT DAESERY B - SIS
fi] (duration) EAZERURERE (level) fEHIEUIE » H= » R4 BLRFEA B30 R Y
PR A 5k o 7 A P R R R L AT RESR IR HE M RR A O sl 5 LY ~ S5 SR R
A AFE A REAE A TEMAYRCR - QISR B R =0 R R B R at -

=~ Tk | AR AR RR @2 A B AR

(VAR 3 e B BROA RS IS AR

BRI > KB TETTEIRREESR T ~ RRAIER S JRIHE s B R B R AT SCBE o
HLLL R - SRR A RER A M BRE RS - QU B E R R B s R o A4 B (R R
6 BEESRER R > WG AT E S MR > I A S SRR R R A TR R
APE o EBEMMERE S T b - A BB R 35 T B B 2 R A R B
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BERMERET - TR m] Je e O A B R RIS MR B A » DUSE B MR s
Tl AEMHETT MR Al A GRIZ B R B R R AR TRIIRR - RS ANHR T
TR BLE Y B P B FH MR > S AN S AR RS 5 - @R TR
FeHIT5IA] ©

(P - -0 7 PN L R

FE B T A B EEE - B R R MR 7R ) - FkA0biT
FeAE FPTIL o 505 FEE e 150 Y MR R B A BRE B A S AR R - DUR S A B ERAE
ATVE E R s S MR R e VR 22 A RS R I ELHE T - P ATE MBRREA H538
W E - RERZE - WER RSN E R EEITHE - SO0 R
AARRER - EERE R A LIS BRI TGRS AR B - HE5 A8
AR E AL B DU R & - iR R P R R R SRR AR -

O m IS A T EIA T BB NGy Itk

AISGL Rz - BVE " B B RS e R - RN  (EEEE
SAGREIAZ A LA A B RE LR RS - BT T RN > FRIREFARE
HIy > SrResMBERERER > MERE % WEEMYERERTE
PHCEBGE R o BRI 5 o FTLLVE BT B ABRRE BB Ry - S
PR R BRI - FEANE AT RS R MR AR T SR A R R, Al S AT
o [ 22 A R R KRR P Ry SRR, - SEE TS BT ZE BRI G 25 - LSRR Er i
MR A RIE B R 2 R - R B EE SRR 6 MBS - HEEE AT
B > WFERFR SR AYSE - DIGEMERFE R T SR BER A (ZIRE -

@R i dy 2R B A IEZ] B0 F ik
SREL R B o FHARFGE MR — R > s Al SR ST MR/ AR
FREEER > R DAY AN E T B REAE GRS AR - A AIES) 5 (5
BRI o SRR AR T TR R B YRR o T AT T AR AT
AT RN ~ SPARSHERRRRE DU R ZE T (JEEEHER LKK
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FIRE R AR IHIRMER - 3R S E MR REQEERISEE) -~ IAEE LS
SRR G TR I SR B R BHTR IR BV - 55 - WMEHRER
HARK) > REERREER) > MEA LA RERIMAER T REBR B Z SR A -

B)FRAZ N BRI K042 T A e B ¥ 2 A S S R

AN _LEA - GE B B RS2 A SRR M E T R BRI R
"I EMAER R AER ) TR AAARR ~ W~ NG~ SRE WS TRHTRE R E W
AR HEMR R EE R ATREAE SRR - hAh - ZHTHI M ERFE FERIE
HYMLER AT P VERC & B AR R SE AR EGRIE N A « HUT5 E AT R IS
K > P DI AR A B HGERS - DU A B IREN FRVENSR - B &Y
FOLRMBA A IS - MREELEFA PRI S OiES E ] AR L ARE
WARNEERD » A REMER A E A IS - AT R A BN G o i - HARERAEAE

FERMER ~ T IRARE T - DREEEE 2 E B A -

18~ 4E3E

TEEHASCHURYE > FIANER S A E R - BB UE - SRNTTEEAEER,
AR - 5752 BECRERIBUR NS LELEERRE - R~ 1BFENE ~ A
FERFE ~ BETT ~ ARTEEE - dGRES [ ABERRIIEHEAISE © ERRMEREI R
] > RIAEDLAIA EAHE - BBNEAE R (FREST B AR R E - SR &R
HARHT T 22 (50 3% > A SR B 3 il DAAE R 92 3 M B e e B e - It DU A ~ It
Al (REIHFEEWIEBCE R © B ASCZ RG> LR AR (R R KT
FRAVRFE > (EA SRR ERSE [ o Bl A\ L84 R ERe LB R K ONR
175 o WEERBESEASE ~ 345 ~ 3R - 5C50 ~ ARUAT - Wide ~ SRR ~ MRS SHAT I
Al AR R AXEEREL > HIEHREZZEH -

BREEMEAE AR B SR S R AERANT 52 > RS+ 1 ERAY S AT RS (B4R
BIBEER P RS INIRSERE ; 2. B ARTIE RAC IR IR 3. MR
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AEIA AR ¢ 4 T ARSI ATEE R LA TUE R 5 5. HEE ST
NEHERF RS SR s SR MR DA R R A TUS I ELREEE 5 6. BRG] 5 [FEER AR
B2 B8 AT AL B ¢ 7. WA T A RT TR ER A BRI REE TR - 8. il
ITAE A EA R ~ B ERER KRB « FEERAS e A B
FIREREERLERE S > ESHRRSSAIT ¢ 1. 0T B R M B D PR A 2 e
2. 2 REE A MBS T ARYTURE © 3. AT E BLERAE O B LL T R MR T AR Y]
T 4 DURZIER TR ¢ 5. SRR P 7 S S A B St b R B S 2R R T
5 o R SUONWRES (58 H 2 AHRMEAVE FILIE R < SRIE SRS - ISR g

A ERE o 3

S OB EHFERECEMAX > ERBEHEHEEER -
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&S

kMG (1992) - FEZ TR R - 288E 15 (3) > 2223 -

FEEE (1998) - MBRBIEIBE P REREAMLERERERR MR - ALK
B2 DM ELRIE AR S 0 RERR - BREEIRR -

MUNEE (2003) - MEKRAA Bt iR SR B ERIZ 2 A MR © BB ARRE
FEZ & - BT 5 EATE AR E O PR AT E L R &
e e

BRgEE (1999) - MERANERNRZ SRIZELET R BRETEFA ST - RLOTHH{ A IEA
OHEEIEATE S > R S0 -

{aZRan (1998) - B EBRBERE N A AR ~ O RERREER M - B

S5 (2003) - ABRESFEMIREE ZMT - IS EHENTTE
TR 5w > R > SAER -

LREFE (2004) - #iimieAIR A2 BB RIS RIS B R T A EEAERER R 2 1R
& o BTLEEATE RS A0E B SRR AT iE R s 0 R > ST

MEEE (1995) - MEEE BB © [L& © TLARE SR -

BAGHTE (1986) © (RBISCEFHMIER - BE X8 > 220 12-17

A (191) - B NEEEBEBRBNZMT - B BUAE RSBVt
a0 AR > BT

IRANES (1990) - REWIMHFR —HMIUSEOIRERIEMR - B 5 EAIH
REZ P E IR > AR - &db

Rk ~ BREEE  maagse (2004) o MBRFIREL Ay SinEhE B — AR Al R
B NBRINIER 28 - BBOIERER - 36 (1) » 13-33 -

FREEA (2000) - BEEEIRAM A WIRR LI PR IARR BT B 2 eI AT 4R - Bl L5l
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H#RE T EAEMIEATE LR S > RN > &b -

BREZZES (2003) - BEGH~ 17 ~ B ~ (THYMBEEFIPERE AR - SRBUAX
BZO0= "RIENERER , AEdERXE (H294-317) » Gk -

BREZZE (2001) - /Jvis - BBRE SR IRAYIETE - SREEHATI > 284 > 20-23

BREZT (1991) - MUBAIRRZRYERFNGAZ - BRSO E IR 3w
RHRR - &Ik

BRI (2003) - BB PTReBNE MR BEMAEESMAIEMETME « BRRE
& - B e EE AR EE O E R TERTIE a0 R > Bt
M o

PREFRLRE (2003) - HEEZFHIMERRE - HALHT © i -

ZIWE (1990) - MBI~ BIES » BIHABKREMIBAIRR - BLOIEOAREHH
WHFERATiE LS > ARk - &Ik -

FIEEZS (2002) - LARBRNIEAIARET REMI KRB 2R - B S EATEA
ERHERE SR SE T R A s 0 SRR - kT e

#HE (1999) - FEIHENEAFRTS - Sbri © BEAL -

FRUH, > SCER ~ TR (1991) - BEGDIEE - b« BERE -
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