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An Analysis of the Curriculum Development
of the Hong Kong Visual Arts

Bick-Har Lam
Abstract

Beginning with a review of the Hong Kong art curriculum, this paper examines the
international trend of art education and its underlying factors to generate a world picture
of curriculum development at the time of education reform in the 21st century. The
Hong Kong art curriculum has gone through several critical stages of development in
the past forty years which suggest the major schools of thought in curriculum studies.
Art lessons in the early years stressed self expression, although there was a gap between
theory to actual practice in classroom, naturalism was the influential ideology at that
time. In the 1990s the rational discipline-based education prevailed, art education focus-
ed on cultivating aesthetic literacy as a form of discipline knowledge. The year 2000
marks the feature of a knowledge-based society; creativity and innovation are the assets
of every country for development. Education in Hong Kong emphasizes adaptability of
a person to the fast changing, post-modernist world; "learning to learn" is a catchphrase
to respond to the need of the society and is adopted as the fundamental idea of the school
curriculum. Art is functioned as to develop a person as well as a critique for living. By
inquiring into the case of the art curriculum in Hong Kong, the article attempts to gen-
erate the trend of curriculum development which is found to be dominated by globali-
sation and market-oriented ideology at the present scene. Implications are drawn to the
necessary conditions to develop art education to best serve the needs of young people.
It also suggests to policy makers and school teachers about the importance of making
careful consideration and active response to the tides of globalization in curriculum de-
velopment to aim for a quality education for the coming generation to enable them to
create a better future for the world.

Key words: curriculum development, education reform, globalisation, post mod-
ernist art education
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