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Examining Peer Interaction via a Gender Relation
Approach: Taking High School Students as an Example

Chiao-Ling Yang
Abstract

This study adopts a gender relation approach in order to understand how gender or-
ganizes peer interactions among high school students in school. It is to investigate how
girls and boys do gender through daily peer interaction, explicate how their doing gen-
der is related to the gender ideology in society, and discuss the possibilities and limits
of changing the existing power relation. A co-educational senior high school is chosen,
and one class from each academic stream at grade 11 selected. By means of conducting
focus group interviews with three entire classes, a whole configuration of students’ in-
teraction within the class and the school can be better grasped. Generally, three types of
gender power relations among peer groups in high school are identified, including sha-
ping, maintaining or reinforcing the dominate gender, separating, excluding or bullying
alternative genders, and negotiating, resisting or crossing the dominate gender. Implic-
ations are drawn from the result for those who are practitioners and researchers in the

field of gender education.
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