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Reading Instruction on the Development of
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Abstract

Whereas it has been widely agreed that aboriginal adolescent’s ethnic images
may dramatically vary due to individual’s living environment and daily experiences,
its unique and diverse scenarios are rarely touched upon. Since most aboriginal
literature often reflected the mother culture and experiences encountered by many
aborigines, it 1s an adequate tool to probe the aboriginal students” ethnic images and
attitude. This study applied aboriginal literature reading to a ninth grade class mostly

composed by the Truku in eastern Taiwan. The year-long teaching focused on
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students’ leaming of their mother language and culture, rethinking individual’s
cthnicity, ethnic stereotypes, aboriginal creativity in cultural expression, and positive
models learning has gradually strengthened their ethnic sclf-definition, sense of
ethnic belonging, and attitudes to their own tribe and community. The analyses of
classroom observations, interview protocols, learning sheets and compositions by the
students demonstrated the diverse ethnic images—ranging from “positive” to
“unclassified.” This result not only exemplifies the value of aboriginal literature, but

deepens our understanding of aboriginal adolescent’s development of ethnic images.

Keywords: aboriginal literature, aboriginal students, ethnic images
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