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Aborigines and Hans, Cram Schooling and
the Academic Achievement: The Example

of the Eighth Graders in Taitung
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Abstract

After the implementation of multiple entrance program and Nine-Year
integrated curriculum, students’ participation of cram schooling has been largely
mcreasing. Is it beneficial to participate in cram schooling to enhance the academic
achievement? How does background influence on the participation of cram
schooling? How does the difference of academic achievement between aborigines
and Hans result from the difference of participating in cram schooling? Those
questions are worthy for further investigation. The data was adapted from “Taitung
Educational Panel Survey” which filled by cighth grade students and parents in 2003,
and analyzed utilizing path analysis. Some major findings were as follow. First,

academic cram schooling was greatly positively influenced on academic
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achievement, but art cram schooling did not significantly influence on academic
achievement. Second, students’ background showed great impact on academic cram
schooling due to the lowest socioeconomic status and the highest percentage of
aboriginal population in Taitung among all counties in Taiwan. As a result, the
opportunity of attending cram schooling was limited in those students who are
disadvantageous background, such as low socioeconomic background and aboriginal
students. Therefore, there are still many differences for diverse background students
attending academic cram schooling. Finally, the average academic score of Hans is
greater than that of Aborigine, and that roughly one-third of the overall contributing
factor could be assigned to the Aborigines’ less opportunities of academic cram

schooling compared to Hans.

Keywords: Aborigines and Hans, academic cram schooling, art cram schooling,
academic achievement
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