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The Introduction and Implementation of
Dewey’s Educational Philosophy in Taiwan
in Late Japanese Colonial Period

Jo-Ying Chu’
Abstract

This paper aims to investigate how Dewey’s thoughts in education was
mtroduced to and implemented in Taiwan through analyzing educational journals,
and related articles and books from 1919 to early 1930. Based on the author’s
analysis, five key concepts of Dewey’s educational thoughts were introduced to
Taiwan, including education as growth, the relatedness between education and the
needs in life, the importance of children’s experience, the interplay of school and
society, and moral education in school. Concerning the pedagogical practice during
late Japanese colonial period, the author found that individual differences, children’s
living experiences, “learning by doing™ and “self-study™, as well as the evaluation of
effects of pedagogical activities were emphasized. In addition, Dr. Lin Mosei’s
application of Dewey’s progressivism and the concept of democracy were also
explored in this study. Lastly, this study found that the introduction of Dewey’s

philosophy tended to promote the progressive education rather than the essence of
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democracy. Nevertheless, some Taiwanese teachers were able not only to develop in

depth discourse on Dewey’s theory but also to implement it in school settings.

Keywords: history of Taiwan education, John Dewey’s educational
philosophy, Lin Mosei, Japanese colonial period
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