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Review and Future of the Development of the
Curriculum Theory
in Mainland China Since the End of the 1970’s

Huang, Fu-Quan

The development of the curriculum theory in Mainland China at the
end of the 1970’s can be divided into two stages.

The first is the “reestablishment” stage and the second is the “future
development” stage.

The results of the research of the curriculum theory may be divided
into three areas: The comparative curriculum theory, the localization
curriculum theory and the practical curriculum theory.

Many issues have emerged from the curriculum research and may be
classified into: issues in dispute, the issues being intensively researched,
and the ones requiring further research.

The curriculum researchers are trying their best to construct a unique
model for the curriculum theory in Mainland China and therefore the
research will be divided into three areas of emphasis: The fundamentals of
the curriculum; the principles for curriculum development, and the new

issues deriving from the curriculum reform in Mainland China.

Key words: China, Curriculum, Curriculum Theory, Review and Future
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