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The Reflection of School-Based Curriculum

k|

Development: A Case Study of an Elementary School

Wang, Chia-Ling

This thesis is a qualitative research in which the author adopts the
methods of participant observation and in-depth interviews. The aim is to
reveal the process of school-based curriculum development in an
elementary school, especially focusing upon the questions and dilemmas
involved. Under the existing social context, schools have to produce
innovative products, which has effect of making curriculum development
more important than the practice of education. The school is like a factory
responsible for producing educational performance. When teachers
practiced the SBCD, they were in a dilemma of teaching beliefs torn
between tradition and openness, this conflict causes them to doubt their
own educational style. The educational authorities put SBCD into practice
with top-down initiatives. So “School-based” is substituted for
“policy-based’, and “professional autonomy” is replaced by
“accountability”, thus limiting the space of school’s development. After so
much effort, teachers simply elected to leave the school, which shows their
resistance. Suggestions from the study will shed some further light on the

process of SBCD.

Key words : School-Based Curriculum Development, Case Study
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