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Life Education, Life and Death Education, or Death
Education: A Comparative Study of Curricular Backgrounds,
Development Techniques and Objectives

By
Tsai, Ming-Chang

Abstract

Life education is one of the most important educational policies in Taiwan
recently. Life education is necessary and urgent because there are many disorders in
Taiwan’s society. Since the meaning of “life” is so complicated and diversified, and
the phrases “life and death education” and “death education” are often confused, we
must analyze the relationship between “life education”, “life and death education”
and “death education”.

The purposes of this article are not only to discuss the meanings of “life
education”, “life and death education” and “death education”, but also to analyze the
difference between background development within a curriculum, curriculum
objectives and curriculum contents. After these discussions, some suggestions are
made as follows:

First, the use of the phrase “life education” should be continued because it has
gained popular acceptance.

Second, the construction of a life education curriculum should include the topics
mending and creating. The mending method includes finding available subjects or
lessons can be combined with life education, and then to merge some of those
contents with the existing curriculum. The creation method involves creating a
curriculum about life and death studies.
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