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Where Could We Have Gone and Where Are We Heading?
An Exploration of Issues on the Emigration of a University
after the 1999 Taiwan Earthquake

By
Wang, Chun-Chuan

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the way members in the Chi Nan
University viewed the fleeing of the university immediately after the earthquake in
1999 and how the fleeing may have influenced the ideology of education in Taiwan.
Puli, where the university locates, stands some kilometers from the epicenter and this
led to tremendous casualty and demolition. Three weeks later, the university resumed
in Taipei. A survey was handed to all university members to understand their
then-current needs of psychological recovery out of the quake, and this study
investigated members’ viewpoints of the fleeing decision. The result of this study
was plentiful. All respondents agreed that it was a “quick” decision, and yet caused
most respondents to feel negatively. They felt strong about leaving Puli, meanwhile
they supported the decision in crisis with the expectation of returns. Students,
professors/researchers, and staff/femployees responded differently in some aspects.
Students were supportive of quickly resuming schooling; however, staff/employees
felt ignored by this decision. Staff/femployees were more sensational about leaving
hometown, especially right after most of their homes were seriously damaged. Both
students and professors/researchers conceptualized the decision as protecting
students’ rights of getting educated under a safe environment. On the basis of the
results, the issues of decision-making in crisis and the influence of the move may
have passed on to, broadly defined, education in Taiwan society in the long run were
discussed.

Key words : Educational Decision-Making in Crisis; the 1999 Taiwan Earthquake
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