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The Qualitative Study of Atayal Adolescents’ Learning Styles

By
Guo, Yu Ting Tan, Kuang Ding

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to describe and analyze the learning styles of Atayal
tribe’s adolescents on the subjects of physics & chemistry and English, to generalize
the similarities between them, as well as to explore the interaction among the factors
related to family, community, and tribal characteristics. The objects of the study are
the students of junior high from a tribe in northern Atayal. The design steps of the
study are: Firstly, gathering the relevant literature in order to enhance the theoretical
sensitivity; secondly, applying the inquiry approaches of participant observation and
in-depth interview to gather the raw data. According to the results of analysis and
discussion, the Atayal adolescents’ learning styles are: preferring concrete learning
materials and rejecting abstract ones, learning by operating, competence-based
learning, over-depending on teachers. Furthermore, the characteristics of community
culture also infect Atayal adolescents’ learning styles. These are: Family nurturing
influences the students’ academic achievements. The collapse of tradition and family
problems are reflected in the students’ learning habits. Due to the lifestyle of the
mountain areas, the students can hardly concentrate on learning. Finally, due to the
traditional concept of timelessness, the students are hardly accustomed to the school
curriculum.

Key words: Atayal Adolescents’ Learning Style, Qualitative Study, Aboriginal Education
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