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Classroom in the Community:
The Practice of Nine-Year Continual Curriculum
and Community Schooling

By
Chen, Che-Yun Yu, An-Bang

Abstract

The core ideas of the curricula project of “classroom in the community” are (1)
to view teachers not as community educators, but as community learners; (2) to
make students reach out beyond the campus, and involve themselves in it’s living
context; (3) to cultivate people to be citizens who understand the modern world and
have real world living skills; (4) to attain a society which realizes a humanist ethos
and collective consciousness; and (5) to fulfill ideals of “comprehensive community
building”.

The “classroom in the community” project is theoretically based upon
school-based curricula, strongly correlated with curricula integration, and greatly
supported by teaching teams; therefore, it can achieve the goals of nine-year
continual curricula in compulsory education.

To construct a good education environment is essential for the success of the
“classroom in the community” project. This will involve, for example, establishing a
dynamic and operational mechanism of curriculum development, doing field studies
in the community, constructing an instructional network with community resources,
cooperating with community residents to develop curricula, and organizing teaching
teams to design activities and formulate multiple evaluation systems. Additionally,
utilizing community resources to develop curriculum content, design, practice and
assessment are all important tasks for school teachers in modern Taiwanese society.

Key words:Classroom in the Community, Nine-Year Continual Curriculum, Community
Schooling, Comprehensive Community Building

Chen, Che-Yun, School Curriculum Inspector, Bureau of Education, Taipei County
Yu, An-Bang, Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica
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