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Taiwan Businessmen’s Children Schools in People's Republic
of China: A Case Study of Dongguan

By

Lin, Chang-Jung Chang, Mei-Lun Chang, Mei-Man

Abstract

Due to the fast growth of economy in mainland China, the investment from
Taiwanese Corporations and the number of People from Taiwan working as
expatriates in the People's Republic of China has been dramatically increasing during
the past ten years. It was estimated that in the year of 2000, there were more than
200,000 Taiwanese expatriates employed long-term or short-term in mainland.
However, for those who were expatriated to China, most of the Taiwanese business
people did not move their families across with them because the thing they worry
about most was the education of their growing children, caused by factors such as the
incompatibility of educational systems, lifestyles, and ideology. As a result,
hundreds of thousands of Taiwanese expatriates' spouses and children have to be left
alone in Taiwan when Taiwanese businessmen are sent on assignments to China.
More importantly, this family matter also has a negative impact on the willingness of
Taiwanese employees to expatriate to China, which could impede the long-term
human resource development of Taiwanese corporations in mainland.  To cope with
these problems, the approval for establishing Taiwan businessmen’s children’s
schools in China was finally granted by the both governments across the strait.
Immediately, the first Taiwan businessmen’s children’s school also officially opened
its door to students in the early September of 2000 in Dongguan, Guandong. The
purpose of this study is to investigate the status quo of the Taiwan businessmen’s
children’s schools in China. By utilizing a case study approach, this study reported
the current situation of "Dongguan Taiwan Businessmen’s Children’s School" and
analyzed the issues and problems they confront. The results are expected to provide
suggestions to businesses for strategic planning and to governments of both shores
for policy making.
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