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The Impact of Logical Interactions in Cyberspace on Education
: Discussed from E. Goffman’s Dramaturgy

By
Huang , Chih-Kun

Abstract

The paper first discusses interactions in everyday life in accordance with
Goffman's dramaturgical theory, then compares the Real World with Cyberspace, and
furthermore realizes the properties and operational logic of Cyberspace.

Cyberspace has three properties: it is anonymous, it is linked and it is isolated.
When we communicate in Cyberspace, we don't follow the dramaturgical theory that
divides our behaviors into two parts: the front stage and the back stage. In addition,
we also need to use written language to manage the impression we give to others of
ourselves on the Internet.

When, compared with the Real World, there are some differences in interaction
between Cyberspace and the Real World, particularly regarding opinions of public
affairs. Some studies found that people tend to react with more emotion or anger on
the Internet than they would if they were talking to someone directly. For the
purposes of this paper two message boards on the web were analyzed. One was an
anonymous message board and the other was not. The result was that on the
anonymous message board people were more inclined to make scathing comments
than on the other board.

As the Internet becomes a more important part of our world, it will cause
changes in how we educate our children in our schools:

1. will have to develop new and innovative methods of counseling students.
2. the Internet will become a tool for the school’s image management.

Key words: Internet, Cyberspace, Erving Goffiman, Dramaturgy Theory
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