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A Study of the Altemative Education at Taiwan Sarkar School
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Abstract

The past decade has been characterized by the emergence of alternative schools
as a new trend of education in Taiwan. Among them, Sarkar School was
established to practice the philosophy of Neo-Humanism, proposed by Indian
philosopher Prabhat Rainjan Sarkar. Neo-Humanism contends that human beings
expand their love and affection to the entire animate world. Neo-Humanist
education suggests a holistic education that stresses every aspect of children’s
development, including body, senses, intellect, emotion, imagination, intuition and
Spirit.

The first part of this paper clarified the meanings and development of
alternative education. The second part of the paper introduced Taiwan Sarkar School,
including philosophy, the establishment and development of the school, faculty and
students, organization, and curriculum. The uniqueness of the Sarkar School was
summed up in the final part.

Overall, Sarkar School is different from traditional schools in its educational
philosophy, organization and management, as well as curriculum and instruction.
Compared with other alternative schools in Taiwan, Sarkar School is unique in
stressing the idea of “the oneness and unity of all creation,” and in promoting
creativity and human spirit through various electives such as yoga, meditation
practice, and the “Spiritual Time” courses.
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