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Content and Formulation of Foreign LanguageProficiency
Tests in the European Union Countries: A Brief Introduction
of the Level Classification System of the Association of
Language Testers in Europe

By
Liu, Hwei-ann & Lin, Tsong-minn

Abstract

In the wake of Taiwan’s accession to the World Trade Organization, Taiwan has
increased its interactions with the international community. It has become the
common view among observers within every sector of the Taiwanese economy that it
is necessary to increase the people’s foreign language proficiency. The teaching of
English as early as in elementary school and of second foreign language courses in
high schools shows the efforts of the Government and the people to enhance
Taiwanese foreign language learning and knowledge of foreign countries.

An integrated program is required to achieve the learning goals of the foreign
language student and to check whether the phase objectives have been achieved. The
program should indicate the learning motivations, the number of hours needed for a
course, the teaching materials, the resources for language exercises, the venue, as
well as the standards for evaluating the test items.

Therefore, this study/report will probe the general planning of the phase
objectives and assessment of second foreign language learning courses in Taiwan
based on the verification and integration of the various objectives and aptitude levels
that the Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) has set for foreign
language proficiency in European countries. In addition, this paper makes
recommendations based on a review of German language courses in Taiwan, to
elevate the results achieved in second foreign language teaching in Taiwan.

Keywords: foreign language teaching, foreign language curriculum planning, multi-level
foreign language testing
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Association of Language Testers in Europe fij555% ALTE ) | BlffEREH - (2578

'3 4% B : Test of English for International Communication »- 4 5, : http://www.toeic.com 2,
http://www.toeic.com.tw °

2 4 R, : http://www2.britishcouncil.org/zh/taiwan °

38,8, & TestDaF B8 XX » % i http://www.testdaf.de

* XX % 4% & : Chinese Profiency Test — Taiwan o 4 JL6f K B354 % 043k ©
http://www.mtc.ntnu.edu.tw/cptt_chinese.html °

S4 R, : www.alte.org °
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S E\ERIG AR ATH] » TEYHEZE & © (The Council of Europe ) 714 1991
T TR EE S B R B A 25 444# 7 ( A Common European
Framework of Reference for Language Learning and Teaching ) | ( DL NS : 5@
FISE5EE ) - IS ALTE I ETRSE T it— MBA 25 ) 1UHIET - Rtk
B ah S SRR AR AR MR @A 2558 ) AL - %EHR (2R
fff#%=) ALTE Z5EH 27 H 8 (2RIt — ) B THSHREEES
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Je BAE £ TR HLETE S EBIR AFIRLEE S B —REIEEE S &
FE CHIREMIRLEE S e — LU A ERREE P - BN RIS (5 s 2
EEMEERNLE - BEETIBRA SR WENGEFTE AL MR EES

CEMEF OB UG AR A AMAN TR R AR - £ A http://www.germany.org.tw 3,
http://ue.eu.int/en/summ.htm

T b— R f 1435 08 i@ 4% & Gemeinsamer europiischer Referenzrahmen fiir Sprachen: Lernen,
lehren, beurteilen » 4=, : http://www.goethe.de/z/50/commeuro/ 303.htm °
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ALTE B8 (LIEESFBIEFEH) 2003 TEHR

ALTE Members - Listed by represented language:

Z& = Language

BHERVE Organisation

Basque EEHFREEE (PEPEF AL )

Basque Government

Catalan FREEE (PHPEFEA )

Generalitat de Catalunya

Danish f}28EE

Danish Language Testing Consortium

Dutch faf[i#ZE

CITOgroep
Certificaat Nederlands als Vreemde Taal ( CNaVT )

English #ZE

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations

Danish 42838

Danish Language Testing Consortium

Dutch faffizE

CITOgroep
Certificaat Nederlands als Vreemde Taal ( CNaVT)

English 5535

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations

Estonian Ey)[gnizE

National Examination and Qualification Centre - info not
available yet

Finnish Z¥FZE

University of Jyviskyld

French 1£EE

Alliance Francaise
Centre international d’études pédagogiques

German {EzE

Goethe-Institut Inter Nationes
WBT Weiterbildungs-Testsysteme GmbH

Greek FfIRzE

University of Athens

Hungarian {97 flJzA

Idgennyelvi Tovdbbképzo Kozpont (ITK ) -

Italian % AFfI[ZE

Universita per Stranieri di Perugia

Latvian H/FCHERRZE

Naturalisation Board of Latvia

Lithuanian 37 [&%dzE

Vilnius University - info not available yet

Luxembourgish &7 E3E

Centre de Langues Luxembourg

Norwegian $FEGE

Norwegian Language Testing Consortium

Portuguese #j%] o 2B

Universidade de Lisboa

Polish ¥ [#iEE

Jagellonian University, Instytut Polonijny - info not available
yet

Russian {f{zZE

Russian Language Testing Consortium - info not available yet

Slovenian F)J&{%EE

Univerza v Ljubljani

Spanish PHHE AR5

Instituto Cervantes and Universidad de Salamanca

Swedish Fi#izE

Stockholms Universitet Centre for Research on Bilingualism &
Department of Scandinavian Languages

Welsh &k sk

Welsh Language Board & Welsh Joint Education Committee
Consortium
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