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Action Research on the Theme-based Architecture and
Environmental Education Curriculum

By

Yang, Fu-ju
Abstract

In order to awaken students’ concerns for their neighborhood, design their ideal
buildings, and make up for the inadequacies for the formal art curriculum, this
research mainly adopted the action research on theme-based curriculum for
architecture environment planning. The researcher and other art teachers in the same
field engaged in the curriculum design, implementation, examination, and revision.
The main data source came from meeting records, and teachers’ self-reflection on the
process. The curriculum included interviews with students and data-collection to
analyze the implementation process of the whole curriculum. The results showed that
the architecture curriculum did enhance students’ learning interests and motivation
due to the more down-to-earth material, and the emphasis on hands-on experiences
and activities. On the other hand, it also provided students with more in-depth
learning experiences and the contexts and chances for problem exploration and
in-depth learning. In the process, students learned to know how to respect others, to
finish works cooperatively, and from the exhibition of these artworks, the researcher
also saw what the students and parents' thought about their community. Teachers did
also adjust the curriculum content and worksheets in accordance with the situations.
However, due to factors like professional abilities and the time of implementation,
some constraints were imposed. Finally, the researcher made some reflections and
suggestions on the theme-based courses.
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