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First-Grade and Second-Grade Elementary Teachers’
Pedagogical Beliefs about Integrative Activity Courses and their
Related Practices

By

Chen, Hui-Lin & Wang, Li-Ching
Abstract

The aim of this study is to make an inquiry of first-grade and second-grade
elementary teachers’ pedagogical beliefs about Integrative Activity courses and their
related practices. Participant teachers differed in whether they used textbooks
or developed the curriculum by themselves. Methods of interview and in-class
observation were employed to collect data. Transcription and field notes were
analyzed using Shulman’s (1987) pedagogical reasoning and action framework. The
significant findings are listed below:
1.Teachers who used textbooks and teachers who developed curriculum possessed
different beliefs about the content and purpose of Integrative Activity courses.
Nevertheless, they all had hard time to distinguish this particular type of course
from other similar ones, such as Alternative Learning Periods and Integrated
Curriculum.

2.The term “Activity” had different meanings for teachers who used textbook and
teachers who developed curriculum. For the former, “Activity” referred to
“activities with body movement.” For the latter, “Activity” meant learning
activities in general, including both seatwork and activities with body movement.

3.All of the participants emphasized the importance of developing students’

emotional literacy in Integrative Activity courses.
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4.Teachers who develop curriculum encountered difficulties when they tried to
transform Integrative Activity curriculum standards to teaching objectives.

Keywords: Integrative Activity course, Grade 1-9 curriculum, Teacher education
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