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Innovative Instruction and Assessment:
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Abstract

As the reform movements continue to sweep across the educational landscape,
educators and practitioners are exploring and attempting new and innovative
practices in the classroom. Among all the non-traditional approaches to instruction
and assessment, the use of portfolios seems to show the greatest promise in
enhancing different dimensions of learning and developing multiple intelligences as
well as promoting learners’ autonomy. Currently portfolio uses in the classroom have
generated a great deal of interest among researchers and teachers. Subjects of
documented studies in Taiwan mostly focus on either pre-service teachers or college
and elementary school students. Students of secondary level seem to be left out of
attention. The purpose of this study was to investigate the implementation of a
portfolio system within junior high EFL classrooms in Taiwan, examine students’
perceptions as well as teachers’ observations of the system, and discuss emerging
problems and approaches to the problems. Participants included two classes of
seventh graders and their English teachers. Both quantitative and qualitative
procedures were used for data collection and analysis. Data was collected throughout
an entire academic year from interviews, classroom observations, teachers’ reflective
notes, students’ portfolios, and a questionnaire. Results of the study indicated:
(1)Students favored the portfolio system, considering the learning tasks conducive to
their learning and portfolios good tools to examine their learning process and
improve their learning methods. (2)Teachers’ observations also confirmed that
students benefited from the portfolio system in terms of the development of English
confidence, learning ownership, versatile talents, and critical thinking. (3)Emerging
problems mainly resulted from the traditional testing culture. (4)Professional
collaboration and curriculum modification were adopted to tackle the problems.
(5)Portfolios were found a more powerful tool for teaching and learning than
assessment. Suggestions for portfolio use and future research were provided in the end.
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