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A Description of the Education Policy-Making Process: Case
Study of the Education Fundamental Law (EFL)

By
Hsieh, Chou-Chun

Abstract

There are two opposing opinions about the policy-making process. One
approach thinks that political activities can be portrayed as a series of interdependent
phases arrayed over time, like agenda setting, policy formulation, and policy
adoption. Another approach differs from such a step-by-step method in which a
policy is decided at a certain step. Their opinion about policy making is described
as a non-rational primeval soup.

Factors that influence the policy-making process of the Education Fundamental
Law (EFL) are discussed in three dimensions that include policy environments,
policy participants, and the formulation of educational policies. Furthermore, the
process also follows these stages: systemic agenda setting, governmental agenda
setting, and decision agenda setting. For this reason, the policy-making process of
EFL integrates both the step-by-step and primeval soup opinions, and that is the
focus of this research.
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