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Examining the Political Aspects of Educational Evaluation
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Abstract

The article aims to explore the political aspects of educational evaluation. First,
the meanings of evaluation and politics are discussed. Second, the political aspects of
educational evaluation are analyzed. This analysis includes an examination of
educational evaluations as political creatures and then looks at how the practice of
educational evaluation is affected by political factors. The article continues by
looking at how the uses of educational evaluations are related o political
considerations. For instance, how educational evaluation has multiple stakeholders
and how educational evaluation itself contains implicit political assumptions. Then,
the variation in formative evaluation versus summative evaluation and internal
evaluation versus external evaluation are discussed. At last, implications for
developing educational evaluation in a political context are brought out.
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