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On the Differentiation Framework of the Post-Compulsory
Education in Taiwan — A Perspective Based on the Reflection
on the Two-Educational Highway Policy

By
Lin, Yung-Feng & Chan, Sheng-Ju

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to review the implementation of the
two-educational-highway policy and to investigate the issues involved. It is argued
that the two-educational-highway principle, which has been the main structure of the
post-compulsory education system in the past, cannot avoid many difficulties and
cannot respond properly to the issues of wide concern in the post-compulsory stage.
By contrast, the learning network, which addresses a closer and more interactive
relationship between two currently divided pathways, is proposed as the underlying
principle of the post-compulsory education system in the future. This paper starts
with a literature review of the concept of the two-educational-highway followed by a
statistical presentation of the current scale of these two pathways. The following
sections focus on internal difficulties and external challenges faced by the
two-educational-highway policy. In particular, three fundamental issues, referring to
the issues of tracking, parity of esteem and the mode of knowledge production, are
discussed. Finally, the concept of a learning network is examined and three stages to
transforming the post-compulsory education system as a unified learning network are

suggested.
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