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Exploring the Problems and Countermeasures of
Comprehensive High Schools from the Teacher's Viewpoint

By
Tseng, Kuo-hung, Ho, Jung-lain, Chen, Yuan, Yang, Hung-Jen,
& Cheng, Chin-mou

Abstract

The comprehensive high school (CHS) has been implemented on a trial basis
since the start of the 1996 school year. It offers both senior high and senior
vocational curricula. The Senior High School Act was revised in 1998, and included
the CHS into the formal education system. As of the 2004 school year, there are
already 96000 students admitted to 149 CHSs. The CHS, senior high school and
senior vocational school become three rivals within senior high education. It was a
predetermined policy based on the conclusion of the 2001 government educational
reform conference to promote a school district system based on CHS. Founded on
this fact the growth of CHS had a powerful affect on the future of education. This
research explores the present situation and problems of CHS from teachers’
viewpoints through a questionnaire survey and interview, and then proposes
countermeasures. It was found that the CHS teachers generally affirmed the
established belief in the CHS education system but had to devote attention to the
individual differences among various schools. The spirit of curriculum-design
concerning the CHS “first grade integration, second grade differentiation and third
grade profession” received extremely high affirmation by the CHS teachers, but the
united entrance examination was still an obstacle to the implementation. The CHS
teachers thought that the CHS students didn’t achieve the ideal method of
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distinguishing student abilities under teachers’ fully supported counseling and felt
strongly that the entrance examination system disturbed teaching. Countermeasures
were proposed including an exclusive pipeline of entering higher education to fulfill
the design idea of the initial curriculum. The CHS may want to establish the center of
distance teaching and teaching resources in the community, and should continually
develop the community high school to form an adaptable learning community. In
brief, the growth of CHS is a trend in the world; it requires contributions of caring
and investment in Taiwan's CHS education system. This research is only an attempt
to reach out for further response. It is hoped that willing researchers will further their
research to face the critical problems of educational reform to provide a dominant
and effective countermeasures.

Keywords: comprehensive high school (CHS), teachers’ viewpoint, problem and countermeasure
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