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Social Class and Parental Involvement:
A Case Study in Hong Kong

Shun-Wing Ng*

Abstract

Encouraging parental involvement in school education has been one of
the educational reforms in Hong Kong in recent years. This article reports on a
qualitative case study research which explores how social class differences affect
parental involvement in children’s education. The samples of the study include
eight parents from six families of different social backgrounds in a primary
school. Through in-depth interviews, the investigator explores and interprets the
perceptions and experiences of both middle class and working class parents in
participating in their children’s schooling process so as to compare how their
involvement is influenced by their social positions. Eight categories of propositions
emerged from the qualitative data collected, including choosing secondary
school for children, home rules, division of labor in participation, social network,
capability difference in participation, parent-teacher relations, understanding of
complaints and purposes of participation. The findings indicate that working class
parents were in a less favorable situation than their middle-class counterpart when
involving themselves in their children’s schooling process.
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