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Getting a number of Taiwan’s universities ranked in the top one 
hundred schools worldwide largely depends on the ability of its professors to 
get a larger number of research papers published in international journals, a 
task easier said than done. One effect of the Excellence Initiative in Germany 
has been to bifurcate the nation’s universities into “excellent universities” and 
“non-excellent universities.” The lesson for Taiwan in all this is the need for 
diversity in the development of higher education. Instead of giving exclusive 
emphasis to getting papers published in overseas journals, it would be better 
to give more importance to developing the different strengths of different 
fields, so as to better meet the diverse needs of modern society.
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