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GENDERED CURRICULUM
TRANSFORMATION: THE TEACHING OF
GENDER ISSUES OF HIGH SCHOOL’S CIVICS
AND SOCIETY TEACHERS

Yuan-Yu Su'! Mei-Hui Liu**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the gender differences
between male and female Civics and Society teachers in their
curriculum transformation of gender issues as presented by textbooks.
The participants of this study were two Civics and Society
teachers—one male and one female—as well as their students who
were senior high school students in northern Taiwan. This study is a
case study which utilized participant observations, interviews and
document analysis to collect data. Results showed that the male
teacher and the female teacher each had different interpretations of
gender issues because of their different individual gender experiences.
The male teacher believed that the textbook was biased towards
women’s rights. In response to this perceived bias he searched for
and utilized different approaches that were not provided by the
gender-imbalanced textbook. The female teacher agreed with most of
the textbook supplied content and she attempted to uncover and
criticize gender discrimination. The male teacher emphasized the
influences social structure has on gender experience, while the female
teacher interpreted gender issues from the perspective of biological
sex. This is a kind of gendered curriculum transformation. In addition,
both teachers neglected to focus on the social construction of gender
meaning because of their limited gender experiences. There was also
a gap between the teachers’ implemented curriculum and the formal
curriculum.
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GENDERED CURRICULUM
TRANSFORMATION: THE TEACHING OF
GENDER ISSUES OF HIGH SCHOOL’S CIVICS
AND SOCIETY TEACHERS

INTRODUCTION

The success of gender education mainly depends on the teachers’
interpretations and transformation of the curriculum. Teachers with different
genders have different gender experiences which influence their
understanding of gender issues and their teaching practices. Many studies
have focused on the effects of gender education integrated into learning,
gender consciousness and teacher-student interaction, but few empirical
studies have investigated teachers’ gender experiences and their curriculum
transformation of gender issues. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to
analyze the gender differences between male and female Civics and Society
teachers in their curriculum transformation of gender issues of textbooks.

METHOD

The participants of this study were one male and one female Civics and
Society teachers and their tenth grade students of a senior high school in
northern Taiwan. This study applied field study to collect data during a whole
semester. The data collection methods included participant observations,
interviews and document analysis. This study then utilized the thematic
analysis to interpret the data.

RESULTS

The results showed that the male teacher and the female teacher had
different interpretation of gender issues, which stemmed from their different
gender experiences. Teachers’ gender difference in curriculum transformation
of gender issues in textbook can be found in three aspects:
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1. Integrating male perspectives of gender issues to gender imbalanced
textbook vs. exploring more gender discrimination hidden in the
gender-balanced textbook
The male teacher believed that the textbook was full of women’s rights so

he looked for different approaches from the gender-imbalanced textbook. On

the other hand, the female teacher agreed with most arguments of the textbook
and she tried to find out and criticized gender discrimination in the textbook.

2. The influence of social structure on gender vs. the biological

difference of sex

The male teacher believed that social structure deeply influenced the
behaviors and experiences of males and females, especially the pressure on
males. He indicated that rights come with responsibility. The males are
granted the privilege because the society demands more responsibility from
them.

However, the female teacher interpreted gender issues from the biological
perspective. She emphasized that we cannot understand gender issues without
considering the biological difference of sex.

3. Who is the victim? Hidden male victims vs. universal female victims

The male teacher provides many examples of the oppression on males
when he interpreted gender issues. He emphasized that males are hidden
victims in the patriarchal society and we should also concern about their
situations.

On the other hand, the female teacher believed that women are fragile and
vulnerable in the society. The concept of gender equality was originated from
the fact that women have usually been unequally treated.

She provides many examples of women's oppression and she emphasized
the importance of women’s body autonomy.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Conclusions

(1) Teachers are gendered individuals. Their teaching practice of gender
issues was influenced by their gender experience. In this study, the
male teacher offers bifocal gender curriculum, while the female
teacher offers women-centered curriculum. This is a kind of



ERHEEEST BoH=% F=M 201549 H - H 001-037
Contemporary Educational Research Quarterly Vol. 23, No. 3

gendered curriculum transformation.

(2) The absence of male experiences in textbooks results in bias and
dilemmas in teacher's interpretations of curriculum.

(3) Due to their limited gender experiences, both teachers neglected that
gender is defined by social construction.

(4) There was a gap between teachers’ implemented curriculum and the
formal curriculum.

Suggestions

(1) Suggestions for teachers

Teachers should develop gender-balanced curriculum. They
should be aware of the paternal-dominated influences of all genders
and offer students a comprehensive understanding of gender
structure in our society. In addition, teachers should invite students
with different gender to share their gender experiences in order to
break through the limitation of teachers’ partial gender experiences.

(2) Suggestions for textbook editors
The textbook should include multicultural gender issues and
emphasize the connection between gender and social context. It is
also important to renew the gender meaning in the modern society.

(3) Suggestions for teacher education

Teacher education programs should enhance the gender
consciousness of teachers. The program should include the basic
gender knowledge and the analysis of power relationship of gender,
including gender inequality and oppression. Teachers should develop
the ability to explore and criticize the hidden curriculum of gender
issues.
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