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PRESCHOOLERS SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
COMPETENCE IN RELATION TO THEIR
LANGUAGE ABILITY AND CAREGIVERS
PARENTING BEHAVIORS

Ching-Ling Cheng* Miao-Ju Tu Hung-Yang Chen Chien-Ju Chang

ABSTRACT

Purpose

This study aims to explore how the preschoolers’ language ability
and caregivers parenting behaviors relate to preschoolers’ social and
emotional competence, as well as to examine whether caregivers
parenting behaviors play a moderating role in the link between
preschoolers’ language ability and their socia and emotional
competence.

Design/methodol ogy/approach

The participants were 235 preschoolers (122 boys and 113 girls)
with an average age of 18.99 months (SD = 10.83). All data were
reported by the caregivers (89.4% were by biological mothers and
10.6% by biological fathers).

Findings

The results showed that preschoolers’ language ability,
responsive parenting were positively associated with preschoolers
social and emotional competence. In addition, under certain
conditions (i.e., when young children have improper or rebellious
behaviors), punitive parenting was positively related to preschoolers
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social and emotional competence. Furthermore, this style of punitive
parenting played a moderating role in the association between
preschoolers language ability and their social and emotional
competence. That is, preschoolers with poorer language ability had
better social and emotional competence when their caregivers utilize
punitive discipline to deal with their inappropriate behaviors.

Originality/value

Study on the functions and influences of parenting with negative
features (e.g., behavioral punishment) needs to take into account of
children’s developmental stage and developmental characteristics.

Keywords: preschoolers, social competence, emotional competence,
language ability, parenting behaviors
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PHEEFLEITR 5T I F 1= 451 R YY"
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FA Gl ) ARSI BRI (R T B
FRES L  TYER S 58] TP P 7 e et (R = B
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S5 IR BB I A e WA B e J%
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TSR BT (a3 AT H RSBt b o ] (i d Al =

= BRI

h 4| SPSS i 7 ﬁlrgrgg AR FAIN R FH R HHE TP
AN 53T o 2 (B EERE - T A BRIl IR ey
BRI pIEC T F g~ SRS L I [EH R (RIS A PR R e o0 e
VAR CYFEFRY D (BN £ R -

IS 371 9 1 VRIS SRR F BT S LB > [0 s AT
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DIHRET- - p1- HRYER N[?jiﬁ” » H e | URRIEL S (MBI Y SEIE] [Fjw/
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—  ZMEEIRZHEERIER
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p <.001
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Frpey CY e @A~ P E S EE - B I? A5 ) PUERE] o (E B [
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@a&i»i CEEY EIIfYE J%ﬁﬁ Larzelere ¥ Kuhn (2005) f%9 &R 55 Fragh i

U S RLYE R (AR ~ L R ] BT
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R PSP m @ T A AT A RAE 2 DS (Larzelere
& Kuhn, 2005) -

=9k - R 2 V‘?:f”"tﬁ” bR R AR o 1R E‘?”v
FH R EPpu A A S AT Fh A IF[JEE’fjJHu ) o2 [n Eﬁﬂl R PR
Bl IR ERUE T = @ﬁTW%J’ﬂ#‘”FJ Jmm
ZREE R gﬁ}ﬁ' » P PR ] 2 20 T A 5 R (power assertion)
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%ﬁwﬁﬁiw%* RRETHAN » BP0 SRR PO TS

B EFETE QIR 21 IR ISR L By RS AL S

E‘ “FIE’MF SR SN e TRAS A E Y 7 RV A A (Benjet &
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