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PEDAGOGICAL GUIDANCE AND
PREFERENTIAL RECOGNITION UNDER
SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM: THE IMPACT
OF TEACHER SUPPORT AND POVERTY
AGENCY ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
OF DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS

Chih-Lung Hsieh

ABSTRACT

Purpose

Drawing on symbolic interactionism, this study examines
how pedagogical guidance (Qianjiao) and preferential recognition
(Yanyuan) help explain the relationship between teacher support,
poverty agency, and academic performance among disadvantaged
students. Pedagogical guidance refers to teachers’ supportive
interactions toward students, whereas preferential recognition
denotes the selective allocation of support contingent on teachers’
interpretations of students’ displayed agency. Rather than a one-way
process, we theorize a bidirectional, process-oriented mechanism in
which teacher support may reinforce students’ agency, and students
who exhibit stronger agency may be more likely to receive selective
support.

Design/methodology/approach

Data are drawn from three waves of the Taiwan Database
of Children and Youth in Poverty (TDCYP). We analyze 1,328
students from socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds
who participated in all three waves using multiple linear
regression. Teacher support is used as a proxy for pedagogical
guidance. Poverty agency is measured by three indicators—
current adaptation, diligence (an upward-learning attitude),
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and future educational aspirations—which function as cues for
teachers’ selective support. Class ranking operationalizes academic
performance. We estimate two corresponding models to compare
two theorized pathways—one emphasizing pedagogical guidance
and the other preferential recognition—to assess their associational
links with academic outcomes.

Findings/results

Results indicate reciprocal associations between teacher support
and poverty agency with respect to academic performance. Poverty
agency plays a key mediating role in the relationship between teacher
support and class ranking: diligence and future educational aspirations
fully mediate the association between teacher support and class
ranking, consistent with the interpretation that support is channeled
via students’ motivation and long-term planning. Conversely, teacher
support partially mediates the association between poverty agency
and class ranking; students who demonstrate greater diligence are
more likely to elicit supportive interactions from teachers, which are
associated with both direct and indirect improvements in class ranking.

Originality/value

Anchored in symbolic interactionism, the study introduces and
operationalizes the culturally embedded notions of Qianjiao and
Yanyuan to explain how teacher—student interactions shape the
academic development of disadvantaged students, with the classroom
conceptualized as a prototypical arena of symbolic exchange and
teachers acting as significant others. By focusing on the dynamic
interplay between teacher support and poverty agency, the analysis
moves beyond unidirectional accounts of teacher influence and
illuminates the symbolic processes through which meanings are
constructed in everyday classroom interactions. The evidence helps
address gaps in research on disadvantage, academic development,
and teacher—student mechanisms, and informs education policies in
Taiwan aimed at mitigating poverty-related disadvantages, promoting
educational equity, and enhancing support structures.

Implications for policy/practice

Given that teacher support and student agency jointly bear on
academic development, policy should strengthen both. At the teacher
level, build teachers’ capacity to identify and counsel disadvantaged
students and encourage teachers to provide individualized academic
support to students so that they can use resources effectively. At the
student level, implement motivation-enhancing mechanisms (e.g., goal
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setting and formative feedback) to ensure that efforts are recognized
and supported in a timely manner. Schools should adopt fair and
transparent assessment systems—drawing on learning portfolios and
a diverse range of assessments—to direct appropriate resources to
students with potential and avoid concentrating opportunities among a
select few.

Keywords: symbolic interactionism, teacher support, poverty
agency, academic performance, pedagogical guidance
and preferential recognition
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Sy T AEEERE ) B T OHEEER - EEERETRENFE DS
HEATERNREIL LRI E AETESERRTT - 5 AT RE SO R it &
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B (W) IO (EE H RGO R B —VBE A TR R M 5 8k 55.136% » [NR AT
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BLIUEE W, grEn L w, HEHAW, LR EE) W,
TRAL AL TRA A2 TRA A3 A A4
B p (SE) B p (SE) B p (SE) B p (SE)
Bk CEERZME) -011 (318) -190 ™ (.075)  -017 (.361) .005 (.071)
Bk CEERICE)
P i 011 (1439) .044 (.103) 082 ° (498) 053 (.095)
R -.040 (.416) .030 (.098)  -.022 (471) 078 ° (.090)
S RSN W -.025 (.507) -.028 (.119)  -.051 (575) 080 °  (.110)
FRE NG -.003 (.155) .004 (.037)  -.022 (.176)  -.025 (.034)
BTHIR 200 7 (.110) 10277 (L026) 061 ° (.125) q23 77 (.024)
FRUE -.009 (.021) -.006 (.005) 065 ° (.024)  -033 (.005)
EJ:INmE 203 .002 (.278) -.020 (.065)  -077 7 (315) 033 (.060)
FEEM AT -070 T (.148) 012 (.036) 043 (.167)  -.004 (.032)
AR (CEHRRAST) .042 (.372) 076 " (.088) 099 T (.422)  -.060 (.081)
2 (CHHEREH)
& -.088 (.882) 072 (208) 157 7 (.999)  -.067 (.193)
[ £553 -.070 (.585) 052 (.138) 140 T (.663)  -012 (.128)
e B R -106 © (.793) .061 (.137) 229 7 (.899)  -.059 (.174)
R RN E -.062 (1.182) 21 7 (278) 213 77 (1.340) -140 T (.257)
ER IR
CHREA R R R )
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MR ER R ) .068 (1.122) 104 (264) 042 (1272) 093 (.243)
PR T S ER .051 (.541) .059 (.127)  -083 ° (813)  .037 (.118)
AT R 5 014 (1.169) .009 (275)  -042 (1.325)  .020 (.254)
AR ) .036 (.773) 066 " (.182)  -.064 " (.876) 015 (.168)
B R W,
SR A E) 105 7T (L142) Jq21 7 (.033) 097 T (161)
ERIRETIE W,
I A 083 7 (.006)
W AR 089 7 (.029)
FHE = 031 (.005)
Constant 15.224™ 3278 10.253” 1697
R Squared .080 .106 078 057
N 1328 1328 1328 1328

£p < .05, **p < 01, **%p < 001
A B E R IE LR R (R - FEILA SE AU BB i vE R

= EHEDTIRE

AWtreEnhy T AR A - IR EME BRI ) BR
it MELE AT (W,) HESFSAYRI (W,) P - K
ERREFME (W,) EEPFIEN T AT - EREHEEERS -

&7 B (E 2 IRA R h AR A - i A — Ry E - i A0
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