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Chih-Lung Hsieh

ABSTRACT

Purpose

This study employed life course theory to investigate the
academic achievement of youth in poverty to reflect the impact of
unfortunate life events (such as demographic events and income
events) on the ranking of the academic performance of youth in
poverty, and to examine the effect contributed by the human agency
of the youth during this process.

Design/methodology/approach

Path analysis was adopted to examine the theories and hypotheses
in the causal model and to discuss the relationship of them. Three
waves of data—2009, 2011, and 2013—were obtained from the
Taiwan Database of Children and Youth in Poverty (TDCYP) for
analysis.

Findings

Results are as follows. First, when the amount of income events
happening to families in poverty increased, the youth’s satisfaction
with the status quo decreased, whereas their expectations regarding
future education increased. Second, stronger human agency of the
youth in poverty, including high satisfaction toward the status quo in
life, studying hard, and positive expectation toward future education,
led to higher academic achievement. From the aforementioned
observations, this study depicted the causal paths affecting the
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academic performance rankings of youth in poverty: income events
inspired youth in poverty to have positive expectations regarding
future education, and this positive impact improved the rankings of
their later academic performance. However, income events
simultaneously decreased the youth’s satisfaction concerning the
status quo, and this negative impact had a lasting effect that worsened
the rankings of their later academic performance.

Originality/value

The study was meaningful in that it verified that family income
events tend to exacerbate the existing inequality, and such
exacerbation was manifested on the academic achievement of youth
in poverty. However, the human agency of the youth in poverty
provides an opportunity to ameliorate this accumulated disadvantage.

Keywords: youth in poverty, family life events, human agency,
academic achievement
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BB R REMITE N R DUES G TR E RS R BN TR -5
2 WEHE RIS KER B UM EE ARG FE K E -

BB fH%IZEES (relative poverty) : Townsend (1979) F8EE A
ik Z R AT & BV BB S R AT A T e (R B A fi I - BB & ES - R
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R fRIE ) ) HEE T ) BT HEAFERER SRS (GRiER - 2011) - A
DR R A ER T R EE R " RRE ) BEE: - EEELR
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FEAEan SR RIE - IR RANE 2 -

2 NEBIRZ TR T
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A4 181 (.048) 138 (.037)  -103 (=125 —107 (-131)"" -556 (-.129)"" -—528 (-.123)""
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N 1097 1097 1097 1097 1097 1097

"P <.05™P <.01""P <.001
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